
 
 

18 October 2019 

 

Invitation to Participate in Research Study 

 

Dear Prospective Participant: 

 

You are receiving this letter because I am seeking between 12-15 parents who currently have 

children enrolled in independent Catholic high schools in Manitoba. 

 

I am a graduate student at the University of Manitoba in the Faculty of Education. I am interested 

in why parents choose Manitoba’s independent Catholic high schools for their children. More 

specifically, I am hoping to examine certain socioeconomic characteristics of these parents, and 

to what degree academic, religious, and financial concerns influence their decisions. 

 

Participants will be selected based on the order that they volunteer until 15 participants have 

been found. If you agree to participate, the study will consist of an audio-recorded personal 

interview lasting approximately one hour (but no more than 90 minutes). The interview will 

occur at a location convenient to you. After the interview, as I am analyzing data, you will also 

be asked to verify that my analysis of the data you have provided is accurate. This latter step will 

occur by email and should take no more than an hour. 

 

For ethical reasons, if, at the time of this study, I teach your child(ren) at this school or at any 

other, or if, at the time of this study, I supervise your child(ren) in any extracurricular program, 

then you cannot volunteer to participate in this study. If you are unsure whether your 

participation in this research project will negatively affect you or your child(ren), then please do 

not volunteer to participate in this study. Similarly, parents of students at the school where the 

researcher works (St Paul’s High School) should feel no obligation to participate simply by 

virtue of this relationship; participation is strictly voluntary. There are absolutely no 

repercussions or disadvantages to anyone for not participating. 

 

Even if you agree to participate in this study, you are free to withdraw your participation at any 

time before the data analysis process begins (approximately December 2019), and any 

information I have collected from you will be excluded from my findings. I will be aware of your 

identity throughout the study, but your anonymity will be maintained through the use of 

pseudonyms and/or general descriptors when the results are made public. Similarly, any 

references that you make to your children or the school they attend will be anonymized such that 

they cannot identify you or your children personally. 

 



Research data containing your name will be kept in the strictest confidentiality: written and audio 

files will be encrypted and stored on password-protected computers to which only I have access. 

The data you provide will be destroyed (files securely deleted) at the completion of this research 

(approximately October 2020). 

 

The results of the study will be made public upon completion of this research project. You are 

welcome to receive a summary of the results when they are made public. Data collected during 

this study may also be used by the researcher in journal articles or conference presentations at a 

later date. 

 

You will not be compensated for your participation in this research project. 

 

I hope that you will consider participating in this study. If you are interested in participating, or if 

you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at the email address below and I will 

provide you with more information. Remember that you may withdraw your participation at any 

time. 

 

This research project has been approved by the University of Manitoba’s Education and Nursing 

Research Ethics Board (Protocol #E2019:083). If you have any questions, please contact the 

Human Ethics Coordinator at 204-474-7122 or humanethics@umanitoba.ca. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Tyler Kelsch 

umkelsct@myumanitoba.ca 

Graduate Student 

Faculty of Education 

University of Manitoba 


