
President’s Message 
“People have different gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them.  There are different ways of  
serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served.  God works through different people in different 
ways, but it is the same God who achieves his purposes through them all.  The Spirit openly makes 
his gift to each person, so that all may use them for the common good.”  (1 Cor 12: 4 - 7) 
  
First let me welcome all of  you to this new school year.  To those who are joining our 
community for the first time a special word of  welcome.  We hope you find your 
home here.  To those who are returning a cheerful “Welcome back!”  We missed you 
over the summer. 
  
The community of  St. Paul’s High School is very blessed by the rich diversity of  our 
population, with students coming from so many different cultures, religious traditions, 
language groups, ethnic origins, etc.  This offers to all of  us the opportunity to grow in 
awareness of  and appreciation for the beautiful pastiche that is the human family. 
  
It is also a challenge for us to get past the superficial judgements that we make about 
others because of  the differences that we perceive.  The simple truth is that every 
member of  our community is created in the image and likeness of  our God.  For this 
reason, every member of  our community deserves to be treated with respect and with 
reverence because each is a beloved manifestation of  our loving Creator. 
  
Therefore, I want to issue to our community a challenge for this year.  I ask everyone 
associated with our school to make a special, conscious, and deliberate effort to speak 
and act respectfully toward every person they meet, regardless of  perceived differences 
or distinctions.  So, whether a person is Caucasian, African, First Nation, Asian, 
Latino, Indian, or of  any other origin, whether a person is Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Baha’i, or of  any other religious tradition, whether a person self-
identifies as straight, gay, bi, or any other gender identity, whether the person is a 
talented athlete, or artist, or actor, or thinker, or musician, or singer, or technician, or 
has any other gifts, each is to be treated with the utmost respect and dignity. 
  
Just as God loves each person as a reflection of  divine love, so must we seek to love 
one another and to see one another as God sees us.  Only in this way can we truly live 
the Gospel mandate given to us by Jesus.  And only in this way can we confront the 
destructive pattern of  sectarianism, tribalism, and discrimination that is ripping apart 
the human family. 
  
I pray that St. Paul’s will be a vibrant example of  genuine respect and harmony in the 
beautifully diverse community that we are.  Have a blessed and successful year. 

Fr. Len Altilia, SJ 

�2


