
 

Dear Parents, 

Every year the Maroon and White Society sponsors multiple Mission Drives to raise money for those in need. This year, Mission Drive 1 is 
in support of the El Salvador Scholarship Fund. This Mission Drive begins Monday, October 17, through Friday, October 21.  

During the 18th century, a small group of people called the Fourteen Families, the major land owners in most of Central America, held a 
military dictatorship in El Salvador. Eventually, a revolt took place in 1932 against the Fourteen Families, and within a few weeks, the 
uprising had ended when the military took the lives of about 30,000 civilians. Since then, the country’s political parties have been in and 
out of conflict. However it was with the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero in 1980 that threw the country into civil war. After 
twelve years of war and countless massacres, roughly 75,000 civilians had been killed by the Salvadoran military. 

The effects of these conflicts still show today, as crime, poverty, and gangs are all current threats in El Salvador. However despite these risks, 
many students in El Salvador are still determined to receive an education. Many of these students will routinely make three hour walks both 
to and from school, while living with the fear of never reaching their school, or never returning home at the end of the day due to gang 
violence. It is these students that we will be supporting through our first mission week. 

Every year, a group of students travel to El Salvador in order to help support the community. During the trip, we have the opportunity of 
meeting lots of the students who would be receiving these scholarships through a Non-Government Organization called CRIPDES. 
CRIPDES was formed in 1984, with the purpose of helping refugees and struggling families after the civil war. They work to help 
strengthen and rebuild communities so that they can grow and flourish. It is through this organization that we will be supporting students 
in El Salvador and offering them an opportunity at their education through these scholarships. 

This week we are asking that students, staff, teachers and parents bring in donations to this worthy cause in order to help those in need. 
Donations will primarily be collected in Mentor Groups.  If you choose to donate $20.00 or more and donate by 
cheque you can receive a tax receipt. Cheques must be made out to St. Paul’s High School. You may 
memo the cheque as El Salvador Mission Drive. You may also donate online here: 
https://www.stpauls.mb.ca/giving/giving_form/.   

If donating online, please select ‘Other’ as the gift and note ‘Mission Drive 1’ as the fund. We can only 
offer tax receipts for cheques and online donations. During the ‘Submit’ process of the online donation, 
please wait to be redirected to the St Paul’s website for the donation process to complete. 

Thank you for your consideration and for your generosity.   

Sincerely, 

The Maroon and White Society   
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