
 

October 18, 2017 

Dear Parents,                    

The time for Mission Week is closely approaching. The Maroon and White sponsors three Mission Drives to 
raise money to help those in need each year. Mission Drive #1 is in support of  the El Salvador Scholarship 
Fund. Mission Week is from Monday, October 23rd through Friday, October 27th.  

During the 18th century, a small group of  prominent landowners held a military dictatorship in El Salvador. 
This group hailing from various parts of  Central America was known as the Fourteen Families. In 1932, a 
rebellion took place against the Fourteen Families ending with the military taking the lives of  about 30,000 
civilians. Political unrest continued to plague the country and civil war broke out when Archbishop Oscar 
Romero was assassinated in 1980. Twelve years of  war and bloodshed resulted in the loss of  around 75,000 
civilian lives at the hand of  the Salvadoran military.  

The influences of  past conflicts are still evident in present day El Salvador. Current threats include crime, 
poverty, and gangs. Even with all these risks, education is still sought out with unwavering resolve by many 
students of  El Salvador. Despite the fear of  never reaching school or never returning home because of  gang 
violence, many students take a three-hour walk to and from school. Our first Mission Week is dedicated to 
supporting these students.  

Saint Paul’s holds an annual trip that consists of  students and teachers who travel to El Salvador to provide 
support to their devastated communities. The trip allows us to meet students of  all ages who are to receive 
scholarships through, the Association for the  Development of  El Salvador known as CRIPDES. CRIPDES 
was formed in 1984 as a grass-roots organization, for the purpose of  helping refugees and struggling 
populations that had been ravaged by the war. There are many applicants who apply for this scholarship, and 
CRIPDES uses their scholarships for those who are most in need. Due to the terrible conditions in which 
these children live, the only way they can draw themselves out of  poverty is an education. Saint Paul’s High 
School will offer these students an education and a chance for a better future through this organization, and 
their scholarships. 

This week we are asking students, staff, teachers and parents to help those in need. There will be many 
opportunities to donate throughout Mission Week, however, we are encouraging all who want to receive a tax 
receipt to donate in one of  two ways: 

1. ONLINE DONATIONS: https://www.stpauls.mb.ca/giving/giving_form/ 
If  donating online, please select ‘Mission Fund’ from the dropdown menu under the ‘Your Gift’ section of  
the online donation form. After clicking the ‘Complete Your Donation’ button at the bottom of  the form, 
please wait to be redirected to the St Paul’s website for the donation process to complete.  

2.  CHEQUE DROP-OFF:  You or your son/s may drop off  cheques in the MW donation box  located in 
front of  the Christ Rising statue in the main foyer on Grant or with members of  the Maroon and White 
Mission Men Team who will collect donations in the parking lots Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings from 7:45–8:25AM. They will be visible in their maroon jackets and you will not even have to leave 
the comfort of  your cars in order to donate.  

Please note: We offer receipts for online donations and cheques at $20.00 and greater.  
  
Thank you in advance for your consideration and generosity.  

Sincerely,  

The Maroon and White


