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September 2018 

Dear Parents, 

St Paul’s High School is offering an opportunity for students to participate in the “Ignatian Family 
Teach-in for Justice,” which will be held in Washington, DC, November 2-4, 2018. This “teach-in” is an 
annual gathering of students and activists, most from Jesuit schools and parishes, to learn together about 
issues of social justice and then in turn advocate for positive changes in our society. In the words of the 
organizers, the teach-in is “a place where people are empowered, re-energized, inspired, challenged, and 
supported by a community that sees faith and justice integrally linked.” The theme of this year’s 
conference is “Discipleship at the Crossroads.”  
 
Among the keynote speakers will be Bishop George Murray, SJ, The Peace Poets, and theologian Nichole 
Flores. For more information, please visit the website: http://ignatiansolidarity.net/iftj/  A contingent of 
Canadian students from other Jesuit high schools and colleges will join St Paul’s students in Washington.  
 
A limited number of students will accompany faculty to Washington for this conference. Students and 
their families are expected to assist with the cost of accommodations, flights, and some meals (an 
estimated minimum of $1000), while the school will subsidize the trip by covering the registration fees. If 
your son is interested in this opportunity, please have him complete and submit the attached application 
no later than Wednesday, September 19. (We also hope that financial restrictions will not prevent any 
interested student from applying. We simply ask that you indicate on the application a need for 
supplemental funding.) Applications will be considered immediately after the deadline, and participating 
students will be notified shortly thereafter. Evaluation of applications will consider: (1) timely 
submission, (2) the student’s written expression of interest, as well as (3) his good standing in both 
academics and discipline at St Paul’s.  
 
Students and faculty will depart from Winnipeg in the early morning of Friday, Nov 2, and return late on 
the evening of Sunday, Nov 4. While in Washington, participants will have an opportunity to attend the 
conference as well as visit a selection of museums and memorials. A full itinerary will be released to the 
participants after decisions on applications have been made. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this venture. Please do not hesitate to contact us at the school, should 
you have any questions or concerns.  
 

Sincere regards, 

 
 

Rob Puchniak 
rpuchniak@stpauls.mb.ca  
(204) 831-2300, ext. 356 
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Please complete this form and return with your essay directly to Dr Puchniak no later than Sept 19. 

 

Student Name: _________________________________________ Grade: _____________ 

Contact email: _________________________________________ 

Parental agreement: I, _________________________________, give my consent as the parent/guardian 
of ________________________________, to apply for participation in the Ignatian Family Teach-in for 
Justice to be held in Washington, DC, November 2-4, 2018. I also give my support to his participation on 
this extended field trip, should his application be accepted.  

Date: ________________________________ 

Parental contact information: 

Telephone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________ 

To all applicants: 

*Students who attend the Ignatian Teach-in for Justice should be comfortable with the expectation that 
upon their return to St Paul’s after the event, participants will share their experience with fellow 
classmates.  

*Students on this trip must recognize as a priority that they are representing the school and their families 
as ambassadors to the Ignatian Teach-in. The Student Code of Conduct is fully applicable.  

*Students who participate in the Teach-in will need a current Canadian passport to travel into the United 
States. 

*Preference in selection of applicants will be given to students in Grades 11 & 12, but Grade 10s are also 
welcome to apply.  

*Please check this box if you are unable to cover the expense of this student trip and would like to request 
consideration for supplemental funding.  

 

On a separate page, please submit with this application a short essay (typed and double-spaced), answering 
the following question: 

 Why is it important for students at St Paul’s High School to be committed to justice?  

 


