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February 2020 

Dear Parents, 

 

As a complement to the work your son has been doing in Grade 11 World Religions, we are planning to 

attend the morning session of the Annual Holocaust Symposium, sponsored by the Jewish Heritage 

Centre of Western Canada, on Thursday, March 12, 2020. The event will be held at the University of 

Winnipeg’s Duckworth Centre (map attached). The keynote speaker is Mrs. Edith Kimelman. From the 

organizers: 

 
Holocaust survivor, educator, and school administrator, Edith Kimelman was born in Rowne, Poland, the 
adored only child. Her tranquil life came to an abrupt halt in June of 1941 when German troops invaded the 
small community where she had spent the first 6 ½ years of her life. Her nightmarish experiences began shortly 
after the invasion: she experienced the trauma of watching her home being looted, the complicity and betrayal 
of neighbours and friends, the shooting death of her father the murder of her Jewish neighbours and 
eventually the death of her mother as a result of a severe beating.  
 
Liberated in the spring of 1944, she finally found a safe haven in Canada in June of 1949. Edith began to pursue 
higher education as a mature student, obtaining a BA from the UW and teacher certification from the UM. She 
also pursued pre-Masters courses at the UM and studied at summer institutes in Israel (Bar Ilan and the 
Hebrew University), the US (Columbia) and the UK (Oxford). Her focus has been two-fold: first to transmit to 
students the value of freedom and the consequences of war and hatred; and second—to inspire the resilience 
of surviving impossible conditions while finding the courage to strive and achieve a better life.  

 

All students are expected to check in with their Religion teacher in the lobby of the Duckworth Centre no 

later than 9:15 am on the day of the event. Students will need to arrange for their own transportation to 

the University. For students who need a ride back to St Paul’s, bussing will be arranged. (Please indicate 

on the permission slip if your son will need a ride back to the school. Students may drive themselves back 

to St Paul’s, if you choose.) The morning session concludes at around 11:45 am and all students will be 

expected to attend afternoon classes back at St Paul’s. Please return this permission slip to your son’s 

Religion teacher no later than Tuesday, March 10, so we can finalize bus transportation numbers.  

 

Regarding dress code, students are expected to wear a collared shirt and slacks to the Symposium, and 

then return to full dress code (with jacket and tie) for their afternoon classes. Please feel free to contact 

your son’s Religion teacher should you have any questions or concerns about this field trip.  

 

On behalf of Mr. Borges and Mr. Costa, 

 

         
Rob Puchniak 

Department of Religion 

rpuchniak@stpauls.mb.ca 

(204) 831-2300, ext. 356 
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PARENTAL CONSENT 

 

THIS FORM MUST BE READ AND SIGNED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF EVERY 

STUDENT WHO WISHES TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE. 

 

St Paul’s High School is arranging a field trip on Thursday, March 12, to the University of 

Winnipeg’s Duckworth Centre for students to attend the Annual Holocaust Symposium 

sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada. 

 

St Paul’s High School does not provide any accidental death, disability, dismemberment or 

medical expenses insurance on behalf of students participating in field trips. 

 

Acknowledgement 

 

I/We have read and understand this notice. 

 

Date: ___________________________________ 

 

Student’s name (please print): __________________________________________ 

 

I give my son permission to participate in this field trip sponsored by St. Paul’s High School. 

 

Name of parent or guardian (please print): _____________________________________ 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian: _______________________________________   

 

Medical Information: 

 

Manitoba Medical (6 digit): _______________________________________ 

 

Supplementary Provider (Company Name): __________________________________ 

 

Plan Number: ______________________________________ 

 

Transportation Information: 

 

________ YES, my son will require bus transportation back to St Paul’s High School after the 

Holocaust Symposium. 

 

________ NO, my son will not require bus transportation back to St Paul’s High School after the 

Holocaust Symposium.  


