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Pictured from left, Andrei Mastin, Tarik Zeid, Rob Merello, and Nahannai Lewis with some of the remaining hampers

collected by St. Paul’s High School.

Students, staff and parents at St. Paul’s High School have continued the tradition of giving back to the community

this Christmas.

St. Paul’s has raised over $3,000 and collected hundreds of food items to create hampers for the Winnipeg

Christmas Cheer Board and to support families in need within the school community.

On Dec. 13, 10 hampers filled with food items and gift cards were given

to families with children at Gonzaga Middle School and St. Paul’s High

School attending on full or partial bursaries.

The school has also collected enough money and donations to put 17

hampers together for the Cheer Board, to be distributed this week.

Andrei Mastin, a Grade 12 student and president of St. Paul’s Maroon

and White Society (an elected group of seniors), said the entire school

population rallied together to make the donation possible.
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The Parents for Others group at St.

Paul’s High School assembles hampers

for families within the school

community.

"It’s one of the great ways that we can give back to the community and

show our support," Mastin said.

To raise funds and food items, the school held two "dress down" days

where students were able to forego the uniform in exchange for a cash

or food donation. The two days netted over $2,000 for the hamper

program.

"It shows the difference that one person can make," Mastin said. "One person might bring in a bag of crackers, but

once the whole class and school bring (donations) in that can make a big difference."

The enthusiasm and effort needed to make the hampers a reality wasn’t limited to students alone.

According to Rob Merello, director of technology and moderator of Maroon and White Society, retired staff,

parents, and alumni all make contributions to the hampers.

The school also managed to raise an additional $1,000 for the hampers through online donations, sponsored a

meal at Immaculate Conception Drop-In Centre, and collected items for Siloam Mission.

"The students see these things happening and they get excited about putting the hampers together," Merello said.

Grade 12 student Tarik Zeid said most students are happy to help others in need, and encourages other school

and community groups to get involved in similar ways.

"I think we have a great group of guys and it’s no surprise that they’ve done really well," Zeid  said. 

"It’s really humbling to see people’s faces when you walk in with this stuff to help people out," he added.


