
 

        November 2018 

Dear Parents, 

St Paul’s High School is offering an opportunity to its students to participate in a pilgrimage in 
Spain next summer. Tentative dates are June 30 to July 14, 2019. The route is known as the 
Camino Ignaciano and follows in the footsteps of St Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus, through the lands where he lived and was himself a pilgrim. In the words of 
the caretakers of the pilgrimage, the road “begins at the birthplace of Ignatius Loyola in Spain’s 
Basque country, in a village near the small town of Azpeitia. From there, the route proceeds for 
hundreds of kilometres, through picturesque mountains, deserts, and verdant plains, before 
ending in the town of Manresa (near Barcelona); Ignatius rested in this town for some months 
after his journey through Spain, and Manresa was a place of profound spiritual enlightenment 
for him. Here he composed the essence of his spiritual masterpiece, the Spiritual Exercises. 
Pilgrims along the Camino Ignaciano will walk virtually the same route that Ignatius did, pass 
through many towns that he did, pray at churches where he worshipped, and marvel at the 
same natural wonders that he saw.” (For more information, please visit: 
http://caminoignaciano.org/en ) 

Our proposed trip will see us travel along an abbreviated version of the pilgrimage, which in its 
entirety runs some 700 km. We plan to walk six of thirty stages, as well as visit important sites 
related to Ignatius and his companions, and thereby directly experience where Ignatius forged 
his identity as a saint. St Paul’s has been invited next summer to accompany a pilgrim group of 
students & faculty from Brophy College Preparatory, a Jesuit school in Phoenix, Arizona. We 
hope to be guided by the Jesuit Director of the Camino, who is based in Barcelona and has 
written a guidebook and personally marked much of the route.  

Due to the limited space available in the “refugios” (hostels), our numbers will be restricted to 
only eight students and two faculty from St Paul’s this year. We hope that this initial venture 
will lead to future opportunities for more of our students and faculty to walk the Ignatian Way. 
This first group, however, will be small. The cost, including airfare, ground transportation, 
accommodations, and meals, will be an estimated $4000. (Supplemental funding may be 
available through the Magis Fund for anyone with financial need.)  

Because we anticipate an abundance of applicants for this trip, the supervising faculty and 
school administration will reserve the right to select students on more than simply a ‘first come, 
first served’ basis. Factoring into the process of selecting students will be consideration of a 
short essay detailing why the applicant wishes to participate, how well the applicants may 
complement one another, and a student’s discipline history. Those who undertake the 
pilgrimage will also need to accept the physical and emotional challenges of walking an 



estimated 175 km through the hilly terrain and demanding heat of Spain in early July. A 
commitment to prepare the mind and body to go on this journey is therefore a vital expectation.  

Interested students must complete the form below, have parental agreement, and compose a 
short essay (est. 250 words), after reflecting on a blog post from last summer’s pilgrimage: 
https://sites.brophyprep.org/camino-ignaciano/  

What about the description of this experience appeals to you, and why? 

The completed application must be submitted to Dr. Puchniak no later than Thurs, Dec 13, 
2018.  

If you have further questions, please contact me at the school. 

        Sincere regards, 

         

        Rob Puchniak 
        Department of Religion 
        rpuchniak@stpauls.mb.ca 
        (204) 831-2300, ext. 356 
 
 
Student name: __________________________________________ Grade: ___________________ 
 
Parent name: ________________________________________ Phone: ______________________ 
 
Parent email: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I have discussed with my son the opportunity to walk the Camino Ignaciano next summer, and 
we have carefully considered the physical, emotional, and financial commitment this endeavor 
will require. I endorse his application to participate. 
 
 
Parental signature: _______________________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 
 
 

 
 


