
What’s remarkable about beach volleyball duo Mathieu Lavoie and Darian Picklyk isn’t so much that they’re two-time provincial
champions in 2015 — it’s notable, no doubt — but it’s how they seemingly did it while focusing on a different facet of the sport.

Indeed, the tandem was ultra successful this year, placing first in high school provincials with St. Paul’s High School and then again
at the Volleyball Manitoba provincials, while following up that with a fifth-place showing at nationals in Toronto.

But they mostly focused on the indoor game this past summer.

"We took beach (volleyball) a lot more seriously in 2014," Lavoie said. "They had a new program offering that ran four days a
week. The availability of coaches for beach in Manitoba is not a lot anymore. It’s really sad. Beach volleyball is a great game and if
they took the time to develop it, it’d be huge here."

Despite having no coach, the duo credited their amazing chemistry to redeem themselves after a second-place showing at
provincials in 2014.

"We got the technical game now, but it’s really the chemistry we have together that got us through a lot of tournaments," Lavoie
said. "If I was playing with anyone else, I wouldn’t expect to win."

The boys decided against trying out for the provincial indoor team last year, opting instead to cut their teeth in the sand.

"We had all summer to practice beach," Lavoie said.

Their silver medal in the 2014 provincials booked them a trip to nationals where they finished in ninth place. This past summer,
the duo improved upon that showing with a fifth-place finish in Toronto.

Lavoie said their time spent in the sand has lent some valuable lessons to the indoor game.
"To be perfectly honest, it’s the beach game that goes into indoor, not indoor to beach," he said. "The training program we did last
summer kept us sharp."

Both Lavoie and Picklyk, both 15, started playing the game when they were younger. Picklyk, notably, is trying to follow in his
sister Danika’s footsteps.
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Mathieu Lavoie (right) and Darian Picklyk placed first in high school beach volleyball provincials.
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"She won the CIS national championship in 2014 with the University of Manitoba Bisons," Picklyk said. 

They both like the life that comes along with beach volleyball, and there’s more volleyball to be played when it is just the two of
them.

"It’s nice to play outside, it’s relaxing," Picklyk said. "You get more touches on the ball in beach volleyball. There’s a lot more
communication, so each of us has to be on point and have great chemistry."

The duo has aspirations to the CIS level. What remains to be seen is what type of climate they will prefer. For now, they’re just
concentrating on that next piece of hardware.

"In 2017, after we graduate, we are looking at the Canada Games," Picklyk said. "We are definitely looking at that for indoor and
we will see where it goes."
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